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accident. But if you are selective, the forest roads in our area can be just the right kind of road for 
such things.  
 
What I like about gathering is that it causes you to slow down, look around, and really notice 
life. You notice which kinds of grasses have turned to a color that you appreciate. You look for 
the species of goldenrod that best hold their color, and when it is you need to collect them in 
order for the flowers to fully open, but not shatter. You learn where it is you can snip a few 
swamp milkweed without having to get your feet soaked, in order to bring some purple to your 
stuff.  You watch for jack pine deadfalls, for they have some of the best lichens, the green of 
which will stand the test of time.  Sages will give the wreath a pleasant odor.  Alder cones and 
any manner of seedpods bring another whole dimension to your work. 
 
There are any numbers of folks who gather things from the Chippewa National Forest.  Some are 
gathering firewood; others take game. Bough picking brings income to some. Birch bark harvest 
leads to some beautiful crafts.  Then there are those who are gathering plants for medicinal or 
religious purposes.  For me, gathering is a sure-fire way of cultivating inner peace. It puts me in 
touch with the natural world, and demands a pace all its own. It encourages me to reflect, and 
brings on a sense of gratitude. It is impossible for me to be crabby while I gather. I hope it is like 
that for others, too. 
  
A few months ago, I heard someone talk who had recently been to the Canadian School of 
Peacekeeping. He had many intriguing things to relate, not the least of which was a practice 
they’d had of passing a feather around the circle, with the holder of the feather being allowed to 
speak until they felt heard. More than once, I have wondered what that would be like.  I have 
wondered so much about that experience, and the others this person told about, that I have 
thought if I could scare up enough money to buy myself admission to this school for a week, I 
would really like to go there. I would like to go and see what such a place might teach me, and in 
what better ways I might approach my life, and especially my job, as a result.  It’s kind of a 
funny thing.  When your job involves the management of our natural resources, you really aren’t 
that successful at it unless you have developed the ability to listen well to others. The gifts from 
the Chippewa are many, and part of the secret to helping the land to provide them is to 
understand what matters to other people.  
 
 
 

by Kelly Barrett, Wildlife Biologist 
Chippewa National Forest 

 
 


